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[Genealogy of the Lea Family] 


There ie a tradition that, st an early day in the history 
of the colony of Virginia, three brothera came thither from Eng- 
land, and eettled in Mecklenberg county, where their willa are on 
record, one spelisd Leigh, one Lea and one Lea; and thst thie di- 
versity in spelling sas agreed upon by them for the sake of 
greater distinguisment among their antioipatedily numerous de- 
scendents. The moat dietinguiahed cf the three branches are Ben- 
jamin Watkina Leigh, cf Virginia, lawyer, judge and senator; 
Robert E. Lee, filled with all the virtuga that adorn humanity; 
and Pryor Lea, noted for early preaccity, and a life of unselfish 
labor a3 clerk, lawyer, congressman, statesman and publicist, sho 
now, in his four soore & fifth year, labors night and day to set~ 
tle chronie disputes about large arena of landa in Southern Texas, 
and #ho, in the hundrede of thousanda of pages from hie pen, has 
never negleated to det an i or orcas a t. 

Mecklenberg borders on Nerth Carolina, and the Less mainly 
passed over the line, filling the counties of Person and Caévell, 
where Leasburg attsets their preaence. They have multiplied 
greatly in the south and weet, and although rarely producing o 
prominent man, they have ever been noted ae good men, kind neigh- 
bore and useful citizens, and not cre is known to have been oon- 
victed of a oriwinal offence. 

They have extensively intermarried with the Harmone, Graveses 
and Hamptons, the latter furnishing the gallant general ani etates- 
man, Wade, the model of a man for the times. 

_ At the outbreak of the Revolution, Luke Lea, a baptist preagh- 


er, unwilling to take an aotive part with rebele, moved baok from 
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Caswell county to the seat; and, aa the tide of war rolled on, 
over the mcuntaing, acrcss the great valley, to the base of the 
Cumberland range, where he buried hig wife, Elizabeth Wilwon, on 

a eharp conicul hill in Campbell gounty, where the grave remains 
to this day a noted land mark. He left eight sone and @ daughter, 
whose descendents are very numerous in Tennessee, Niceiseipri, 
Louisiana, Arkansaa and Texae, The men are generally large, hand- 
seme and kind; the women are noted fer beauty and housewifely vir- 
tues. 

Theuas Jarnagin oame of @ stock that uigrated from England, 
near the border of Walee, to Virginia. He wus ew proud, energetic, 
unlettered man. Having married a Witt, of more than usual culture, 
but full of Welsh lore and superstition, in 1775, he migrated with 
hie young wife to the then "Far West," and vettied cn Watauga riv- 
er, &@ tributary of the Holetcn, where he oultivated the rich al- 
luvial bottoms eo suacessfully ae to send many seeda to "The Cun 
berland Settlement,* as Nashville was then ogulled. But he was not 
content with these slow gains, seeking greater profite in retail- 
ing gocds brought by bie own team from old Virginia, upon which 
he laid "one peroent," aa he said, meaning two for ene. He bought 
up the bounty land certificatee of the soldiers after the war wae 
cover, and leoated them on the choice river aliuvisle of the rivers 
_and creeks of that grest valley, and then beosme a noted land Grner, 
for xhigh reason, when, under John Sevier, of King's Mountain Mea- 
cry, the independent "State ot Franklin® wae eatablished, he was 
seleoted as chief of the Land Office although he conid net olygn 
his name the sriting being done by Anns, his daughter, aftersards 
#ife of Samuel Carson and twin with Rhoda, afterward wifes cf Major 


Lea, eon of Major Laa, whe came with Duniel Boene from N. Carcli- 


na, and stopped in Powxell'a Valley, near Cumberland Gap, shere he 
remained, net a6 Byron said of Boone, “Hunting up to ninety,” but 
killing hia buck at one hundred and one, still standing 6 ft two 
in hig etockinge, (beg pardon, moccasing), straight as an arrow, 
oroud ehouldered, und with his ailvery hair flowing down hia buck. 
Thie foresi¢ht and shresdnesa enabled Thomas Jarnagin tc ideave 
fair lande to each cf hia numercus children; ard he assigned them 
homes on Richland Creek in Hawkins now Grainger county, of ahich 
he had entered the whole vailey, which he sliced up by cross lines 
from hili tc hill, giving each a due portion, that they might dwell 
together as membere of one family. The lower tract in the valley, 
above the ridges penetrated by the stream to reach the Holston, 
twenty miles North-East from Knoaville, fel] to the let of Lavinia 
his second child and oldeat daughter, who, at 34 1/3 yeara, waa 
married to Major, eixth aon of Luke Lea before named. They light- 
ed their firat fire in a log Cabin about a mile south west of the 
Court-House in the town of Knoxville, aa it now etunds, on a tract 
of land subsequently owned by Nathaniel Cowan, Jas. H. Cowan, Thos. 
®. Humea and Williaw B. Reese, and where the debria of a chimney 
atill mark the spot. Thence the[y] removed to Richland, Grainger 
County, improved they wife's inheritanog, built a will, and brought 
up @ large fanily, of whom the two oldeat and the t#o youngest 
were Collegebred but a1] were more educated by intercourse with 
transient guests on the road side and more permanent visitors from 
the southern @tates to mineral springe on the estate. The oldest 
of thie family ie Pryor Lea, before named, born in Ava. There 
were seven Bone and one daughter that grew to aaturity. The young- 
est is Luke Lea, formerly Commlesiconer of Indian Affaire, subse- 
quently @ banker in Wabhington City, and now U. &. District Ettore 
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Next older than Luke, wae Albert Miller, sho writes this sketch, 
porn at Richland, July @3d 1808, named Albart by Pleasant Miller, 
Representative in Congress from Tennessee, whose name was added in 
acknowledgment. Miller married a daughter of William Blount, the 
firet Governor of "The Territory eovth of the Ohic River,*® who 
fcunded the town of Knexville, named for Gen. Kncex, the Secretary 
of War under Gen. Washington aa President. 

Although Major Lea prospered in the world, and acquired slaves, 
he brought up hie children to labor as he had done in hie youth; 
and the little Albert, though a feetle child, was required to tend 
the herds, vield the hoe, spread the new-mcwn graes, and aeauist in 
uahing bricks for the fine house in contemplation. Oversork in 
this duty brought on & lameness, which, with wuch auffering dis- 
abled him from hie eighth to hie eighteenth year, und foroed hig 
to be a house companion, for muoh of his time, to his gother, from 
whom he then learned the traditions here related, urd most of the 
wise sayings ard inatruotions that hsve wade him a coneciensicue 
and ugéful man. She wae indeed a noble woman, a fair eample of 
character formed in frontier life by the stern teachings of dan- 
ger and necessity. Her elder brother, Noah, wae the right hand of 
hig self-silled father; but she, the neat, was the chief help of 
a nervous aotker, «ho bore many children, and teins, as hae been 
said, whem the motherly Lavinia nuraed at five yeere cld aé her 
oun, instead of the delle that cur daughters cf luxury now fondle. 
Venison then was vreed to the fatter bear meat. Sewing, washing, 
oouking and nureing left her no tine fer echool, und she lesrned 
te read by weoniight, yet in after life abe was well read, esje- 


cinliy in the Soriptures. Oftimesa she was forted against the war- 
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like Cherokees, and moulded bullets for the men at the port-holes. 
At forty five she wae often mistaken for the wife of her third 
eon, and sometimes tock her turn at the target with the rifia. In 
old age she eaid she had never been in bed at currise excest when 
unable to be up, and never more thin three days at a time, though 
the mother of eleven children, of whom the eldest #48 born in her 
s6th year. At the ripe age of 79, she fell asleap, almost on her 
feet, having just revarked, 26 ehe atocd in the poroh cverlocking 
& Clover fleld in blocm, "“Eow beautiful this «orld would be, did 
not wen war it by ein"! Pesce ba te her humble epirit, which yet 
watohes over her best-beloved, beoavee most w«ayseard and diffioult 
ohilda, «ho must plead in exeuse for thie aprsrent digreésion, that 
his oan charsater would ba unknown without thet of his honoured 
mother. . 

In hia thirteanth year he gntered &. T. Collecse at Fneoxville, 
then condueted by David Sherman, from Yale, a fair srecimen of 
the selfmade, trrudent and philanthropio Christian mer cf Nes Enge 
land «he have pervided tha and ag teachers of youth. Hie home 
wae With hie elder brother, whose lnx-office waa hia btudy; and 
there he mat the ruling men of the day, inaluding Hu. L. White, 
whosé spartan virtue haa ever since been hia ideal, and whe yesra 
sftac prooured for him an appointment ae ,asdet in the U. 8. Aca- 
demy at Weet-Point, which he entered in 1627, and at tha firet 
January examination was ranked equally «1th Reewell Perk ard Henry 
Clay ot the head of hie class; but want of due exercise in winter, 
then totally neglected, brought on chetruation and dyoyepeia, 
ahich brought him down finally, at graduation in 1831, to fifth 
in hig clase, und hove ever sinoe marred hia ueefulneas and hinge 
derad his success. 


Prometed to the lat Artillery, he epent his furlough in the 
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firet survey of the railway to Waahington under the late diatin- 
guished Benj. H. Latrclbie, who has ainoe been tie warm frisni, 
During thia tise, prompted by desire to oblige a fair lady, in 

his greenness he was induced to exchange regiments with Jno. B. 
Magpier , who waa thue let into the artillery, at the favorite 

post in the service whilat hie dupe #as relegated to the 7th In- 
fantry at Fort Gibson, then the extreme frontier, «hioh he raached 
in February, after much toil and danger, to learn that he had been 
detailed on Topographical duty, and waa ordered to Baton Rouge, 
Loulsiana, «henoe he was ordered to Washington; and, as the beat 
route then available, went to N. Orleana, and took ship to N. Yerk, 
and thence étage to Waehington, where he received orders to report 
to Col. 8. H. Long at Knoxville, Tennesaee to survey and plan im- 
provewentsa for the Tennessee river and ita tributaries. Having 
preceded Ool, Long, he left the soft company of hia relations, and 
voluntarily rode with the late David Deaderick by Kingsport to- 
wards the head of the Nolichuoky, whioh they alone descended in 

a cance from the N. C. line to Knoxville, making a careful recon- 
noisance and map of the whole route shown by gubsequent instrumental 
@urveys to have baen wonderfully accurate. Col. Long, asaisted by 
Lts Daney, Heintzetman and Lea, and P. R. Van Wyok, @. Ea. then 
surveyed the river to the headof the Mueole Shoals, during which 
poor Van Wyok wae drowned in the Suck, vhere the narrator, under 
orders, staked cut the oanal afserwarde whioh, thirty years after 
he was gant there to obetruot and destroy. 

The party wintered in Philadelphia, where he bazar to leurn 
the waye of "Soolety," and studied hard to fit himeelf for use- 
fulness and fame. In the spring of 1833, he was ordered to Detroit, 
to assist in the survey of the grest lazea, and having ridden in 


an open carriage to Wheeling, driven by hie frierd Henry Clay, Jer. 
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he traversed Ohio in wtages, & thus reuched the old post of De- 
troit, then a straggling village, half Frenoh and Indian, cf 

some 3000 people, with streets so difficult in wet weather ase to 
admit only two wheeled carts, in which the elite used to be con- 
veyed to many and very pleasant, reunions, where all agea freely 
mingled, ani the vwenerabl: Judge Sibley gat by the #sife cf hie 
youth, whe discoursed no mean wueic from the flrat piano that 
orQused the Allegheneye, borne dn a litter from Philadelphia to 
Pittsburg, and thence by flat beat to Marietta, for the delecta- 
tion cf this venerable cld lady, then a fair miiden, who brought 
4{t with her to thia remote point when her musband came to dia- 
pense justice in the new "Territory of Michigan," and they to- 
gether enjoyed the jokes and gsmbola of their descendents and their 
young asacolates, " tripping the light fantastic toa" to the music 
thus vouchaafed. 

During the summer of 1633, the party surveyed the scuthern 
half of Saginaw Bay, the whore from Pointeaux Barques to Saginaw 
river having been geandered with chain and compass by the narrator, 
eho, returning in October, took an cbservation for yarixution of 
the needle at the most wsssterly point of the east shore of tha 
lake above ita mouth, where he found himself on the great cirele 
ef no variation. On Christmas dsy of that year te made a survey 
of the harbor at Clinton, above Detroit, and handed to Col. Andere 
gon, his chief, a report and map, upon which was based the begin- 
ning of appropriationa for the improvement of that dittle harbd&r. 
During the winter, he was domiciled with the highly rev, acted Mra. 
‘Snelling, the widow of the generous Colonel who built Fort Snelling 
ahd for whom it was named. Many pleasant little suppers at this 
genias home, often extendad into the "wee axel] hours," with the 


hostece and choice guests, still linger in the demory, ana cali up 
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* 8igh that auoh enjoymenta are for him no more. But thesa de~- 
lights of a refined scolety did not absorb the time due to official 
duty, nor distraot him from studies proper to hia position; and he 
gave time and labor to the cultivation of literature, being a meu 
ber of a class who etuiba Frenoh under the good Father Bonduel, 
eabracing Ex, Gov. Stevens Thompacn Mason, and others of like gan= 
ereua character. 

In the opring of 1834, he was ordered to rejoin his regiment 
at Fort Gibson, and devoenJded the lakea to Buffalo, viaited Niagara, 
traversed the N. Y. ganal, visited his frienis, Lts. Geac. H. ilson 
and Alexander J. Center at the homes of their reayestive fathera 
on the Hudeon, ani reported, by the way, to the General in ahief, 
ot #ashington, shen gontrary to hia wish, he was transferred te the 
First Dragocns, then in the far SCuth=-¥eat, taking its firat oane 
paign. Delay in confirmation by the Senate, for which he sas ob- 
diged to wait, gave time to cultivate the affections of a lady in 
Baltlucre, where he had ineidantally zade her SGquaintanoe when 
eojourning there in 1631, in the amployment of the B&O. R.A. Com 
vany. Being uneapectedly ordered to proceed premotiy to duty, he 
4s Prcuptly made an ongageuent of marriage, and left the next worn- 
ing to tans charge of reoruits at Newport, Ky. for Reok-Ialand, upper 
Misaioeippi river. On the way, they had Astatic chelera, & he with 
thea, dut he closed the eyes of the first she died, the filret casa 
he ever baw. Leaving them at Reck-Ialand he descended to St. Louis, 
“hence he aus ordered to Wevy-Orleana, in August, to Oring up & large 
amount of @llver for the Indians, euch payments havines then recent= 
ly been placed by Secretary Cass in the gharge of officers of tha 
Atay. Returning to St. Louls, he prosesded to join hia regiment 
‘hioh had just cone from the Plaine to Fert Leavenscrth, whanee he 


4as ordered to Council Bluffs to pay off Indian annuities. There 
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he, with many others, whites and Indians, was entertained at a 
feast by Ompatongah, the diatinguished Chief of the Omahas. Thia 
feaot sux made the cocaeion of one of the wost beautiful scenea of 
a life not uneventful. The Otoes, the fast frienia of the Ouwahas, 
agakened by long ware with the Sieux, had that year been afraid to 
take their usual hunt of vuffalo on the plains, whilst the bolder 
OQuahas had juat returned, loaded down with robes and meat. Oupa- 
minga, the cnly duughter of the venerable cotogenarian Chief, a 
dushing belle, (very like Mery Randolph, un enchanting desoendant 
of Pecahontes) fortunately uniting domestic virtues with the high- 
eet coguetry, had prepared a large news tent of dresuad Bkins; and 
in thie bright new lodge the dried buffslo meat and vegetables 
were Slusly bolled at a fire in the middle while the amoke ascend- 
ed through an Opening in the apex, scone thirty-feet above us. We 
were all reolingi around thie fire, sbout forty cf us, and had just 
deen served each ef ua, with a wooden bowl filled with the wavory 
contents of the huge kettle; when Ompatonga, fieing to hia full 
height of six feet six, with the graceful togo of roves about hia, 
turned to his old friend, I-e-tun, chief of the Otoes, and aaid: 
“My brother! The Great Spirit teaches ue to share hie bounties 
with the less fortunate. Your people have been kept away from 
the plaing of plenty this aeason, and you are houseless and hungry. 
The Good Father has blessed my people ith auccesa in our hunt, 
and we have shelter and meat to spare. My brether! This is your 
lodge; these are your guesta; bid them partake.® 

The annuities were distributed to some two thousand wild Ine 
dians, including ths Pawnees of the Platte, at the Agency under 
Major John Dougherty, wxhere Bellevue new Stands, Bowe six wlilea 


abGve the aouth cf the Platte. Here #ae snoamed for the sinter 
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& Mr. Fontenelle, of New Orleans, associated in the fur-trade with 
Pierre chouteau, the pioneer of that honored familly, who eame to 
St. Loui® whan it waa but a trading and trapping post. Ha had just 
returned from a trapping tour of three yeara in the Rocky mountaine, 
during which time he had wintered near the Great Salt Lake, and 
g6ve the narrator hia firat knowledge of that fegion, and he was 
probably the first white wan that had seen it. He also described 
& mountain of salt, capped by hundreds of feat Of earth topped by 
tall trees, mentioned by Lewia and Clarke, and ao doubted by the 
best inforwed wen of that day ac to give ococasicn fer a fling at 
Mc. Jefferaon, the author of that Sapeadition, in a doggeral poem 
attributed to John Quincy Adane, in which oooure thie district; 

"Let the mountain 211 cof salt be christened Monteoello; 

And the hog «ith navel on his back be food fcr dusky Sully." 

Here, alec, cne of the scldisra of the escort fcund a bee-tree, 
the furthest west that the bee had then been Geen; and 1t sas then 
remarked by Major Dougherty, who had been from boyhood # hunter and 
trader beyond the Settlements, that the bea Migrated only «ith the 
white man. 

These petty incidents are here noted aa footprints in the pro- 
grese of an eager civilization which takes little nete Cf suotile 
traite often prized by the historian, and full of interest to tha 
Curioua@ antiquarian, 

Returning from the Agenoy, Platte river sas orossed a fea 
miles from ite mouth, by ferrying the arwa, beggage and men of the 
esocrt, inaluding the Agent, in a boat made of tvyo elk skins and 
Willow wande; und then horses had tc be awum cover; und ss ths men 
declined the perilous service, the narrator, socrninzg to order hig 
mén to go where he dure not dead, stripjed his horse to the bridle 


and himeelf tc the shirt, at sunrise cna freoaty morning in Oatober, 
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plunged inte the muddy ourrent, and led all the hcoreea oafely six 
hundred yards to the other bank, where some years after u daring 
Lieutenant of dragocna was lost with hie entire gommand in @ guicke 
sand. 

Having returned to Fort Leavenworth, he was crdered to join 
his cumpany, which had preceeded him to winter quarters at the head 
of the lower rapide of the Miesiesippi, then called Fort Des Moines, 
now known a@ Montrcse, where a detachment of three ocompaniss ass 
atationed under coumand of the Lt. Col¢nel, wince better known aa 
Genersi 8. W. Kearny. At Leavenworth, he bkcucht from a retiring 
Surgeon, a fine war-horge, which he named Sarranegesh, after the 
luat ohilef of the tribe of Migsourlas, whom he met at Bellevue, and 
shoee “Medicine"® wao to lead in battle with a wani cnly, to show 
his contest of death. This horwge sas his friend in seme periloue 
adventures, and carried him thoussndsa of riles in marsotes and ex- 
Surdions. Pawbeiny through ®t. Lovia tc settle hio Inllan socounts, 
he purohsaed a oOluck peney from Tllinelse, awnioh becama @ great pet, 
foe wonderfully intellivent, and glanys was found at the tent dcor 
at reville, however he may have been tethered. He pore tha nuwe of 
hia ovner's native home at Richland. 

At &t. Louis he took charge of the familly ef hie Captain, 
having met the lady by accident on a steamboat trying to make her 
way to her hueband, ith an infant dill 43 to be supposed to be 
dying. The boat being frozen up, he took the lady, har maid and 
two children in an old oariola, drawn by hia gallant "arranaeasah, 
sn.) delivered thew asfely at his pout, having foctsd moat of ‘the 
way, and felt hig way in a dark night, alonz a nasly cut roud by 
the eilde of the rearing rapide. 


Thia was his first regulir service sith troops. He found hia 
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gompany in wretched plight, having recently retucned frow a aaspalgn 
tO the upper Red River region in the far acuthwaat, and comanded 

Dy &@n untrained citizen «ho had only served ays a Tanger in tho then 
recent Black-Hask aur, Having brought hia Company into eoue order, 
he was ordered to traverse the Gountry from Fort Gibson, and bring 
foraard some aixty men left in hospital there in early autumn. With 
his servant, a green getuan, aa only escort, he get cut on the ad ef 
January, and a5 he passed @lony the Rapide, the fvoge were singing, 
as Taine and a thew had follawed the intense cold of the previous 
month. At Quincy he oroasad the Missivedprd in a storm of unga, 
ahioh two wiles out, begame wo dense ag tc enforce a helt; and thence 
to the Missouri, the snow grew deeper and the weather ectlider; and 
thence he wae cbliged to wend back hie eervant with his horsey, shilet 
he forced hls way through floating doe with hig baggage, to the eouth 
bunk, where he bought a poney used tu the weather, and went cn alone. 
Ten miles from Arroa-Rock, he Btcpj,ed at the heapitable dwelling of 
Gan. Tow Smith, whowe gOOd Isdy was the aleter ie pattern and pa- 
tron, Judge Hugh L. White. Hare the snow wou tea feet deep, the 
Weather intensely gold, and the praicie boundless in the direation 

he had te go. The neat morning ushered in "The ocld friday," tees 
Sth 1835, the asverest known dn all the weet. Gun. S, advised iy 
not to turn out; but as he had been an officer in ths waar of IGis-16, 
and had speken the night before of the effeminucy of the young Weet 
Point graduates, he could net 4oea, t thie advices and further hos- 
pitality. 60, off hs went alone, wlatock ere in the blinding 
vnew-dust me along by winds unoheok from the huperborean regicns, 
Peacverced aon ated brought up at gun eet in «@ doz oa2bin in au 
grove, wherg the cattle hod to be fed neat wornkny as they isy oe- 


icre they gould get warnth enough to rise te their feet, and the 
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gecd wife's ohickens were all frozen to death. here the enow drifte 
a the Fidersy 
ed, it wae hard enough to bear ay horae alone; but sith ay weight add- 
od, be sank to his bedly; and then, divwounting, the cider helped 
his horye ard led him out of the drifts. Thia hap; ened dozens cf 
times that day. It wia afterwards learned that the weraury at 
Browsneville, @eversl hundred feet below the prairie was that night & 
as low as 50° belcw zero. Again a thax With ruins cama en, no fore 
rie® existed, housose were far apart; but the ride wae successfully 
wade at the rate of 35 to 4G miles par day over neurly the route nox 
occupied by the M. K. & T. vadlway [rom Sedalia to Gibson. The 8. ¥®. 
corner stone of the State of Missouri was puseed, and the last hight 
4u@ paseeid at the Grand Saline on Grand river, in the houses eof Leuis 
Hows, vrobther OF the celebrated Jchn Ross, gv long the Obief ci the 
Cherokees. 

After a causeless and eillful detention of x month, vy Gun, 
Arbuokle, during which ne preparations sere mada, one morning in bed, 
an order waa received to zet out fortheith; and in two hours, the 
detachwent of 63 wen belonging to ten different oompanies, denor- 
alized loafers and priscnere, waa ehoved off in an old hulk of a 
keéloout, without a pilot, oy @ man who had over seen the route, or 
had ever handled an oar, ta davoend the Arkansas eclver, then ina 
roaring flecd. Well, tha hulk reached the wouth safely; and after 
some delay, the detaohisent wus tukon by 4 atenumboat to Cairo 4 
there transferred te another for St. Louise, whence the wen for Lace 
Venworth were gent off, wid thees for Des Noines werg gendusted to 
their pest early in Avril. Osdera had been reseived there Geom 
Washington for a wuammer Campaign te the sacion of Bt. Peter's river; 
out there wai mething in fit gondition., Thea narrator oad ordered 


to the Arwgenal at St. Louie Cor arms and amsaunition. His Cajt.in 
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was aent off, nominally to buy horses, but really to let him have 
the command tc fit the company for the margh. This done, Nathan 
Boone, the youngest gon of Daniel Boore, 4 very worthy oitizen, 
esey-going and ignorant of disoipline, also s ranger ;romoted inte 
the regular service, Cuptain ef one of the three companies, was 
given leave to go home, and the narrator wae oot to fit up that 
company algo. A large proportion of the men were ray recruits, the 
horses werg untrained, ard the arms were unsuited to tha service. 
However Cn the 7th of June, Rewever 1635, the detachment of three 
compunies, of about eiaty man each, five 4 wule teame and sundry 
pack-horees, bagan the march. The route lead up the divide betxesn 
the tributaries of the Des Moines and those of the Milcelaoipri. 
Copicus raine wmede presress difficult, and the grudge waz 6t111 short. 

It wae then al] Indian country, claimwed by the Bacse & Foxes, 
but not occupied by them. A few acccmpunisd the command, nominally 
au guidea ard hunteres, tut were uselega. Gast. Boone was ae 

beeves 

guide, and no game #ug@ needed as the Corcisaary had teen cn fcot. 
One culved on the way, sani gave milk for use with the abundant etreawe 
batries which often covered the prairie for mllee tozether. The 
nuktator comuanded hig ofn gempany, being the only officer present; 
and he was also charged alth the care of the ordnance atures. Tn 
addition, he undertook, of his oan volition, to eketoh the route of 
narch, taking the ocurses with a paoket gorse, and the dlutances by 
the time and rate of travelling each ocurae, sith sketches of all 
promine([n]t topegraphioal cbjects. He aleo kept a journsl in aidi- 
tion to hie field bock. Where established nuwes scudd bo sooare 
tained, they sere retained; and otherv were given as ineldents Bug- 
gueated. | 


The maroh ana fade te the foct of Luke Peyin, «here the arrival 
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of a steamboat waa awaited, and Cayt. Browne geek Joined the ccomsund. 
The column was then direoted westwurd, and on the head caters cf the 
Blue Eurth river a fes straggling Indians were aut, sll that were 
geen during the oampakgn. The column bagane entangled in the sul- 
tiplioity of dunes and their conseoting bayons along the highdsinds 
south of the Bt. Peter'o, now called Minnesota river. In apr un- 
usuadly charming locality, the comand atepred made ite nocn halt 
one dsy on the ehore cf a lake ahich had the apporent shape of an 
Old feshioned dghaseau-de-braus, and the nume Of “Lake Chapeau" sua 
given it cn the eketoh. The march wae continued aestsard acrows all 
the Torke cf the Dea Molnosa, and dovn it te Auguen Fork, abich acmea 
from the eest. There a halt of some days wus wade, and thenoe the 
narrator desoenied the river in a cance unier ordera to see shetuer 
Bupplias fer a fort oculd be brevght up it. The river sas maander- 
ed, suunded ard swapped, und o meuicir written Sail, whioh became the 
basis of the appropriations wade by Congress Por the great vores 
dong on that vrivec, «Powe malarda hae warred a11 hia subeejuent iife. 

barracks 

After returning to eam-, the narrator fcorned the dedl.n cfr ene 
larging and improving hie map, and ariting a duscri;ticon cf the ragion 
erbruced in it with uw view to publioution. Wearied with the wono- 
tony of garrisen duty, ana snxlous te fulfil the promiae of war- 
riage wade the fair Bottiworesn, in the Jotter part of the «inter 
of 1836-6, he reeigned hiv comzisuiun, which was acoe;ted to tuke 
effect the first of June follesing. Meantime he #a5 granted leave 
of abseroce, whioh he gaployed in improving his mip, ariting the 
lettor prgsa to accc@any it, and ocrreotin: the work ae it pre- 
gsveseed through the hands of hia publleher, H. S. Tanners, of Phil- 
agelphia, whe failed te push ite seule; and a8 one third of the edi- 


ticn was lost on a sami ber in the Ohic, ard ancther Yell into ire 
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reapensible ard negligent hande in Iows, but only 5-0 ecples got 

into wurket, aome of which eold in the west at feur many times the 
publisher's prise. In thia work the naga of Towa was firat giver 

to the pepulous region new bearing that name, ard sxyeadopted by Gen. 
Geo. ¥. Jorew, the delegate in Congreae from ¥isocnsin, shich inelud- 
ei all the region nes known au Towa Minnesota, and Dshocts, and le- 
galized shen that portion seat of the Viewlaasipsl vase eregted inte 

a eéeparate Territory. 

Fifth May 1436, he married Ellen Shoemaker youngest daucrter of 
Edserd Sheawazer of Philadelphia, 2 younger half-bdrether e WH, Rawls, 
the Jurilet, whose mother regained at home, shiist her husband, who 
vas mayor under Britiah rule fled Hith thew taking bie only son, «ho 
aad educated at Ouford, and returned efter the war te become & uere 
chant j;rince by ald of weeps eavwed by Fis gruient mother. But he, 
a3 80 many Cthers of like charagter, eugcumed fo the unforesesable 
derangewmente of trade follosing the second war cf independence; and 
te and hie aensitive «lfe a Dorcey of Maryland, diea of chagrin, 
leaving a large fomily in utter poverty; snd thiv lady, at three yesre, 
wag tuken bo the home of ber eldest sleter, whe had married a Tiighe- 
gan of Maryland, «ho alsc lost his fing laheritanee, and a1] crt them 
ever after etruggied vith adversity. 

Immediately after hie warriage, he travelled through Kissiesipyd 
and Louisiana to wettle up long neglected business for Mra, Til hwanj; 
and on hia return tock his bride by Niagara and the Lakes to Chicago, 
and thence to Galena by etauge, being a comnon furw sagen sithout 
uptings, trunka being used for eeate. At Galena wane fourd ber young- 
er brother, truined as a Civil Enginser, then tending 4 sosuili; and 
he was taker to Reck-Islaund, where fitting exploywent and a howe were 
found for hiw at Fort Armstrons, then cezently dlagarriscnad, and 


vhere, thrceugh the sane influence, no Aréeral was aubeeyuently e3- 
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tablished and this brother waa made Militery Storgkeerpsr, whose du- 
tieo he hae wo well performed that he atili retains the office at 
another post. 

From Rook-Ieland, he dropped down to the mouth of Pine river, 
where he had purchased the preemption titlea tc large traots with 
means furnished by hia friend, Gon. Robert Richols of Brooklyn, N. 
York; and there he fourd a log esbin used as & atable as the best ac- 
oommod&tion for his delicate wife, during bis engagement in esurveylng 
the vicinage snd in laying orf 4 tcoayn, named in her honor, Elien- 
borough, which ja the isperfect knowledge then had of the country, 

‘a cuppowed to be situated at the apes of the great «eatern vend of 
the river, a position agtually new known aa Wusosting, then u a@puatters 
Olaim with w ley osbin and w staok of hay Offered to the narrator for 
fifty dollars, but dong gince the waat of acalth, worth ard rerineaent. 

Having completed hia Surveys, he took his wife by St. Louis and 
Cincinnati, muakins brief 6Gjcurns in each, to Baltimore, having on the 
say Teceived a tender ct the Chier-Engineeranip eof State of Tencessee, 
4a coveted povition deferred to a biyher duty to hla young #1fce, whe 
core hiw, Junuary Slet 1657, hea only son. He then hustened to Naehe 
Ville, and began thenes, with an crganized oorps, on lst March, a 
recennoiwange with inatrueents of 4 route for a Central Railroad and 
aloo for a Central Turnpike from the Miseleainpi river to the Vir- 
ginia line. The drawinge and Feport sere dravn uy at his old howe, 
shere hie mother still resided and where he waa joined vy his brave 
and beautiful wife, who haa journeyed 3ix hundred miles by btase with 
hor infant. 

The report #a6 handed to the Ocvernor by the let ef Wovember; snd 
after wome delay, be returned for his family, whom ha ourried Lhrcugh 


the enews and rouph waya “cross Curberland mountain in Deeember; and 
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lcaving tham in the oare of his younger brother, then Secretary of 
State, aav ccoupied the reaidue of the winter in looating various 
roads round about; when, his office having lapsed through change of 
polioy wrought by the financial craeh of 1837, he examined the low- 
jands of the Miveiseaippi for a route for a road across thew towards 
Little Rook; and, returned thence, he 4a# antrusted with a million 
dodlare in oendsa of the State to be delivered in Wall street by let 
June. Soon after thie was done, at the reyuest of Gen. Geo. #. Jones, 
then Delegate in Gongresa from the new Territory of Tow. he accepted 
frou President Van Buren an appointment ae Commilasioner and Astren- 
omer to determine the Southern boundary of that Territory, and set 
out for the field in Auguet, visiting the President at the @hitre 
Sujpher Springa in the Mountairwe of Virginia, to get his signature to 


his 
ay Commission. 


Thre ja m weoret hietory of the dispute between Missouri and 
Towa, known to none probably now living but the narrator, that ought 
to be put on recerd at the expense of some tedicusness. 

By a treaty with the Saoe & Foxes, the U. States had reserved 
for the jcint benefit of the half breeds of that tribe, the usufiuct 
of the triangle vetween the Dew Moines and Migetseippi and the north- 
ern boundary of Missourl extended across to the Miesieaippi. Thiae 
boundary had been run many yeara before, from & point one hundred 
tiles north of the wouth of Kansas river, eastward to the Des Moines, 
and had been accepted and aoted upen by all concerned as the true 
dine, eltho' it deviated southward by the use of the same deviation 
Of the compass along the whole distance, Certain persons connected 
with the land offioe at Palmyra combined in the speculation of buying 
up the solnkeinbersete of the olaimants to the triangle, which they 


Sought to enlarge by woving the boundary further north, by inciting 
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the authorities of Missouri to claim the ideul inétead of the actual 
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line a8 Tun; and cimultuneougly they urged tne releasese of the tse 
simple title by the United States to the half brseds, through their 
Sanators and representatives in Congreas, espcolally relying on the 
overwhelming dufluence of Senator Banton. This little game wau frus- 
trated by an explanatory note from the narrateor to Hub. White, then 
ohairnsn of the Senate Committee on Indian Affuirs; and the relin- 
quishment waa not made until yeara after, when the beneficiaries had 
had tiuwe te be informed of thea value cf their intcreste. 

During the survey, observations were taken for ths latitude cf 
the Huad ef the Hapide of the des Moines in the Misslasippi (wa the 
Lower Rapids weru called), of the euet end of the northern vouniury 
ae run, and of the Rupids ef the des Moilnsw in the river cf that 
name, Glaimad by Vhe ep eculaters as the controlling point in the 
northern boundary of the State, and therefore se the true northern 
boundary of the reservation, which sculd have beon doubled had that 
boundary been adgpted. The party, diminished by sicknebs te Tour 
wen, then marebed acutsard, seeking land marks cf the aotual line, 
auidst gnow and flecds, te the northwest gorner of the estate, aa 
Ofiginally dasignated, near whioh wae fcund a deserted cabin, which 
saved the purty from death through desclating oold and ancwe. On tha 
#ayY, &@ GOmpany of thirty alld looking horsemen were met going eaut- 
ward. They refused to give any agocunt of themselves; but it was 
afterward ascertained that they were Morwons, expelled [rcu seatern 
Misscuri, seeking a nev howe in Tliineds, where they founded Nuuveo, 
tn & epet sahence the narrator had tuken the filret crop of corn, 
weventy five bushele an sore, in 1835, fer the drugoon heraea. At 


Liberty, in Clay county, a sagon load of Morman prigcnera waa met, 
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inoluding Joseph Sxith, the chief apeoutie cf the Latter Day Saints, 

Puasing through Jefferson, the Capital of Misecuri, for the 
purpeae of informing the Governor aa tc thea progress of the survey, 
and of obtaininpy any useful information bearing on the questicn at 
iesue, the Coumilssioner raturned tc Washington by St. Louts and 
Pittsburg by stage, the Onto betnge slowed by ice. In due time a 
re;ort wad made to Congress, giving the facta, and asking for the 
adoption of one of the boundariea glaiwed, and tor an appropriaticn 
to demark it on the ground. When, wonthe after, the narrator asked 
Senator Lion why an appropriation was not wade for cempletion or the 
work, be answered frankly and good-nsturedly, that if the subject 
were brought up, the cloim of Migsouri would be rejectai, und he 
did not intend that wuch result should take pleoe during hie tern. 

Thus the dispute sore on, involving much ateife and seme blocd- 
Bhed, until ITows was admitted us a Stute, when & wuit in the Bupreme 
Ccurt beoame possible; and Charles Macon was employed te advocate the 
Oluing of the State, of which he had become a citizsn from reading 
the little pugphlet published by the narrator in 1¢36. He applied 
by letter for information, #«hioh waa furniahed, and enabled hin suo- 
ceveafully te vindloate the olsim cf hia client, snd estatlivh by 
judioilai deoree the boundary recommended by the Comnlagicner. 

In 1639, the narrator returned to the service cf the B. & 0. 
R. R. Co. and looated the route from Cumberland up Wille creek, wube- 
sejuentiy abandoned, ard afterward adosted by the Cumberlaid and 
Pittsburg Company. 

Whilst he wae on the bourdsry curvey, his wife sas j,rovtruted 
by hemorrhage of the lunges, pregurecr cf phthisis pulmonalia, of 
#hioh ehe died in tha ainter of 1835-40, The seoond failure of the 


United States Bink caused suspension of prosress on the B. & O, RK. Ad, 
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and his Gonse@yuent cessation cf wervice in that Company. Secon after, 
he organised in Baltimore a company to colonize Gerwang on und near 
hie landea in Towa, which be visited in that winter of 1840-41, sith 
an agent of the Company, ahe returned with a faverable repert, whilst 
he cemoined in Tosa to seaure needad Igzialation frou the firet leyie- 
lative body assembled ot Burlington, whers he waa lodged in the cifice 
of Btarr & Griwes (late Senator), with them and o Senator (whose 

name hae escaped, but who married a daughter of U. 8. Senator Hunt- 
ingdon of Conneaticut), s graduate of Yaie, whe wae chalruun of the 
Committee on new Counties and named the firat county for the Narra- 
tor, elthough, probably through inudvertence, the name la speiled 

Lee on the maps, ara is usually supposed to have been given in honer 
of R. B. Lea, then a Captain of Enuineera, subsejuently in abarge of 
imprcvemente at Des Koinesa Rapida. 

With a liberal charter for hie Imuigration eohese, he returned 
to Baltimore to find that the oapitaliste enlieted had been fright- 
ened by tre financial] uncertainties cof the time; and in Mareh 1641, 
he socepted an urgent iivitetion frow John Bell, of Tenreasve, Seo- 
retury of War under Gen. Harrison, juet inaugurated Preeidert, te 
afd hiw in that Departwent, whioh be antered aa Chief Clerk (nos 
célied Avelatunt Seoreteary) four days befere the death of that ami- 
able old Qhieftain, On the first Saturday in September, by ocnoert, 
&t noon, eaoh member cf the Harrison Cabinet, gxoe;t Daniel Webuter, 
vent to the actual President, John Tyler, the reaignation of hiu 
trust; and at 4 P. HW. the President handed to the narrutor an ap- 
pointmwent oa Acting Becretery of War, whioh he held fcr eiaz weeks, 
until gupsroeeded by John C. Spenosr, whem he garved &@ month ae Chief 
Olerk, until wupurceded by Gen. Parker, @ veteran soldier, who need- 


ed the salary. Reminisoerces of this service in the sar office 
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Would be very interesting to the hiatorian, ae containing sone 
Socret history probably known to no other autvivor, but thie story 
of an obscure individual je already sa long as to preolude details 
necessary to oorrect understanding of events now before the mind 
of the narrator. 

But there ds one cpisede that local intereat rejuires hiw te 
Telate. Mr. Niccllet, a Frenoh Savant, had been engaged by the pree 
degossuor of Me. Bell to e4plore the baein of the upper Wiesissiypi, 
and wae fcund by the new Seoretary engaged, in a hired house, with 
Lts. Fremont and Soammon ae Sseistants, making cut hie wap, then 
etretohed on a large drawing table in the room ubed a4 Gining ball 
ue Woll a@ office. During the summer, Nicollet invited the Narrator 
tO breakfast, hee which the soene on the luke near the Blue Earth 
WHS deveribed; "Gh, beautiful, ihtaugnifigvue,® bald Nicollet: "Wat, do 
you gall him?" "Luke Chapeau.” "Oh, dat is not de nare: It is 
Luke Albert Lea"; and ao he wrote it on the ep On the big druving 
table, on whiogh ha hed copied the Map (~ubliehed in 1846; and thus 
the nave waa piven thut beautiful sheet Of water in Freeborr County, 
snd hence the subsequent none of the fata young Gilly of Albert Lia. 

The winter ef 1841-8 wan devoted to waking kKnuan te leuding 
wen in Conyresa the abuses disacvered in hie @ervica in the war dee 
partueant, with a view te refcrma, and ir advooeting soma wesasures 
pending in Congress, whilet aWadtirg promised officla] ot«ticn never 
fealized. In the sumner, he jcined Mre. Tilghman, sho bad charge 
Of his wen, at Fountain Rook, near Hagerstown, rod seeleted in the 
opening of the College of 8t. James at that place, no the sutumn 
he gain vieited Miesdealppt and Louledana in the interests of the 
¥auwe lady; and in the next Spring, returned toe his native heue, 


to take care of hie lonely and aged Mother, and to quitivate the 
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landa where he had played and wrought in his infanoy and boyhood. 
Having repaired and improved a fara for many yaare minaged only by 
an old negro glave, in 1644, he accepted # tender of the Profesuor- 
ship of Mathexutice in BE. T. University at Knoaville, as auocessecr 
toe Horace Meynurd, now U. &, Minister at Conatantineple, and whe 
ogoupied the house aprropsiuted to the chair, sith the narrator 
a6 a wember of his fumily, wntil the uunan of 1246, when a now mis- 
treaa #48 introduced, GQutharine Surah Davey Heath, a grandd-uphter 
of one of the oid burone Gf Delaware, a daughter of Duniel Charles 
Heath, a Lieutenant in the U. S. Navy, a nigoe of Judge U. &. Heath, 
and a granddaughter cr Alexander M°Kim, a merchant, winulsdturer 
and member of Congresa, in whese heuss she wae reared, having loat 
her tathear at tex at the uge of twenty months, and her Mether at 
tvyenty years. Gultivated, refined, well provided, and free from 
domestio Gares, har tine was given chiefly toe charity and religion, 
which she hag seduleously cultivated in heregif and her children. 
Apropes of Religion: His firet sife wae 6 ocmiunioant ef the Prot. 
Episcopal Church at her marriage. At the birth of hie acon, the jusée 
tien of baptiem arcege, und forged him to exsmine the «ahcle matter; 
ard under the eenvible and gitiance of DX. ww, £, Byato, Reator of 
St. Paul's, sltihough hie father, as well ue his grandfather, was a 
baptiat preacher, and he «ae brought up in that oreed, he sas oape 
tived in St. Paul's publicly, and sas a few months after ocutiraed 
by Bishop Otey, at Naehville, Teinessee. Hixw seocnd wife also was 
brought up in the Church from infanoy, and she hue carefully truined 
her cGhiddren in the same way, 

Ho reauined in the University until 1851, when he wae unduly 
perauuded to tuke upon himself the responsibility of operating a 
faotory of window pluses then lutely put up near Knoxville; and he 


yan it two yoars, suoseeafully oa to prcduction, dissettously as 
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to profit. In 18654, he resumed hie eurveying inetrumente, laid 
out large additions to Knoxville graded itu atreets, ard wae doing 
like jcbe whilct seeking more permanent employment in the profes- 
gion cf Givil Engineering, when he wae incidentelly entangled for 
a friend in provecuting e« juet claim for @ valuabls copper wine in 
Ducktown, but lost it after te youre labor by devision in the U. 
S. Supreme Court baved on Statute of liciistione. He has ever beo- 
lieved that thie decision would have been otherwise had net Judye 
Taney been prevented from eltting in the case by his supposed duty 
of attending the funeral ef his wife's nephey, Burton Key, sho was 
killed by Sicklea in the preoenge of the narrator. 

In 1347, he alded in inaugurating the University of tha Bauth, 
Wad Macehall of the duy in the progeseion for the ocaasion on Looxk- 
Out mountain, July Fourth; and afteraerd acocmpanied Biwhop Polk eev=- 
eraldl weeks through the Alleghensy, and Cumberland Mountains aauxing 
a preper site, rhich «ae eventually founi at Sewanse, on the Cur 
beriand in Tunneésce. 

In April cf thie year, he sa98 urged by his brother Pryor to 
join him in Texsse, shere he had a magnificent project of & comercial 
gity on Avanaay Bay, with roads leading to verlous peints, evjpecially 
to the City of Mexioe. In June, his younger brother, Luke, then a 
banker in Washington City, wrote for udvice about a proposed rail- 
road from the Pagifis to the Rio Grande, at that time under the care 
of a company chartered by Maxioc, cf whieh Luks was President. At 
the joint solicitation of hia two brothers, he went to Texas in the 
subumn of 1847, and having satisfied himself that there wau a ful 
promise of & brilliant future for both projeata lf combined, he 
prepared @ preliminary report, and, after sceing it printed, vent 


to Washington, where the Mexioan Rio Grande und Pacifiea Railroad 
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Company, embraaing geome leading public’ men, wae induced te adept 
hie Views, and cegutiations sere set on foot with capitalists and 
wovearnwente. They resulted, in 1863, in securing the geod #111 cf 
the Mexican, Awerioan and Britioh governments, and unliwited command 
of money in London, through the Barings, on one ocndition only; tht 
the Peasident of the Untted States, than James Buichansn, would prom 
dag to give the gompasy sush preteaticn in Mexico as he could legally 
dco, When Mr. Archibald, the senior brothar of the British Conoul at 
Nee York, the negotiator, raturned from England, he had no doubt of 
funediaute success, a8 the President professed hia resdinesa te de any 
thing in hiv poser te @14 the schene, and suggested that Lt sculd be 
vetter to have a slauee inserted in the treaty then about to ba made 
with Juarez, the acthal chisf of Mexioo, authoriging the U. Statae to 
take that werk under Jle opeoial charge ae to sufety ef life ani ae- 
curity of proparty; and promleed ty gives Inetrueticns to that etfeot 
to Rob*, Me. C. Lane, then about to leave as Winleter Plenipctentiary 
and Extraordinary to Mexico. 1957967 

The Narratcr then returned tc Tessas, and os the Engineer of the 
Avaneas Read Compeny, begin operations in Avansese Biy with a tine 
dredge beat, designed to make exbanknents and canala through the shal- 
low waters five miles widgs from the mainland to the eige of the deep 
waters near the Light-House, shere the oity wus designed to be built. 
Whilet there buoied, he learned thrcugh hie brother Luke that the 
President, through the machinations of IT. P. Benjawin, lurgely inter- 
geted in Tehuantepec, aided by John Slidell, had fuleifled his prom 
fae, ond had went of f M9Lune with instructions ignoring the Tesas 
und Pacific enterprize. This bad faith of the President returéed 
Cperations; tha treaty was formed, giving Tehuante;ec a1] usked, and 
ignoring the Texas & Mexloan eoapunies. The Mex. Ric Grande & Puoifie 


ClLane was 
Company proteated aguinst itu confirmation by the Senate. 
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ae 
gent for- to help it through; he visited Luke Lua, and offered on be- 


heaif of the President 4 supplementary clauve in the treaty giving hie 


Oompany any priviliges it wight aek, if he would withdraw his protest. 
but he declined on the greund thet, «5 he had besn ac deceived onos, he 
could net truet such yromiees; and the treaty has not to thie dey been 
taken from the pigeon holes of the Stic acnenes yaa: Such ie the &e- 
cret hietory of the keilure of thie treaty, on which the Buchanan Ad- 
winistration predicated ite hopes of fame. This failure to got raceg= 
nition deterred the ucneyed men abroud from proaptiy advancing means 
for the work, whioh languished until the war of Secession put @ full 
wiop to it; and py Gen. Jno. B. Magruder order, through milerepresenta~ 
tion of rivals, the dreige was burred. 

He had peoomea a Citizen of Texas, and accerding to hie vies of 
duty, sithough Opposed tc Becoessicn as irexpedient, be fedt coliged to 
use the tulents coasitted to him by hig wilitary education four the 
party to when hiw aliegisnoe was due, ard thot wav, aa he believed, his 
State; and aw hin State joined the Confederaay, he offered his aervices 
to President Davie, and vert to Righwond to garry cut a scheme of eend- 
ing beevee from Texas fcr the foresa exet of the Missi@sippi, to be 
paid for in money to the used in buying wilitury supplies from abroad 
through Mexioe soross the Ric Grande. But instead of being vent back 
tc Ta@dsae to Garty Gut thie eohese, he wae ordered to tuke charge of 

Junction 

the Commlasariat of the forcea about Manaeesea Gap, but before hie re- 
covery from a elight ilineses he was ordered to E. Tennessee, nowitally 
us Purghawing Commissary, but in fact to halp to bring to the suport 
of the Ocnfederasy his old friends and numerous kin, moot of whem were 
disposed to be Unionists. From thie service he wae ordered tu Cunmber- 
dand Gap on Engineer duty, and fortified that paws eo ae to repel an 
attuok under Gen. Ourter, and thenoe he sae transferred te Chuttahcoya, 
about which he was recennoltering, ami coatructing highvaye, when 


he waa Ordered te acucwpany Gane 8. R. Maxay’s bedwsts to Coviuth 
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just aftar the battle of Shiloh, or Pittsburg Landing. Returning 
to Chattanooga, he continued to examine and map the oonntry round 
about, sapecially having in view the possibility of such @ move- 
ment ch Atienta aa Sherman made years after; and when Bragg cane 
there in the autumn of loé2 on hia way to Kentuoky, hie labors 
Ware matured, and cusht to have bean useful in skilful hendsa. He 
Wae left at Knoaville to quiet Union Mon during thia movement to- 
#ards the Ohle; and soeon after wau ordered to report to Gen. H. 

P, Bey at San Antonio, whither he was going, when at Houston, he 
desrnud that Magruder had gone down to capture Galveston, ahere he 
raported at duek to Magrier , whom he had net met for 53 yeurs. He 
had hoard thit his Son, Edward, aao firet officer cof the steam sloop 
of far, Harvieb Lane, under Capt. Wainwright, and that she aun the 
Qhief object of attsok. Learning that the desalgn was to board the 
vesoela in the harbor frou light river boats sith barrioades of 
gotton bales, and Bee ise that the offloers of the ahiye «culd 
do tna work oF brave men, he expected ali to We killed or wounded 
by the wild Tesans ae boarders with shot gune and revolvera, and 
joined tha attacilingy foroea that he aight reash hia won, aa soon 
a@ povssidla, during or after the fight. He marched efoot ull night, 
and aus ssglgnéed to duty aa lookout from a high house near Houd 
Quarters, and g6ccn after the attack began, just at daylight, he 


reported to Magruder that the Lane had probably captured the Ba- 


you City (Gun Beat), ae the t*o eeemed tc be lashed together, it 

not ocourfing tc him that possibly the fact might be the reverse; but 
vo it sus, Se & note from Brig. Gon. Sourry just then announoed, 

with @ trudge tidi 10 A.M. shen the Federaia had the option ef sure 
render sau aleyons tetas or toa rengw the battle. He asked lave 

to beard the Lane, and there found his won mortally wounded; but, 


lying on the locker of the Coakepit, ahcot through the middle of the 
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sbdcmen hig thoushta turned te hia man, whoas ocmisnd had dayol- 
ved on him by the death of hia Captain, ani he asked hia father to 
arcange with Magruder that the wounded ahould be asnt to Nas-Or- 
leans by aea, to gave the suffering cf going by land tc the inter- 
dur ae prisoners. When told cf the terma cf the truce, his chagrin 
was dgep.e The fathsr went te sonfar wivh the General, then near 

the Lane, and Just then a1] the whipe@, about Gunrias, sith the white 
flag of truce flying frew cach, steamed away towards the Ocuscdore's 
@hip, which, bavicg run aground, in the fright, «a8 abandoned, and 
blown us, the Oowmodore, Renshaw, being sceidentally atill abcard. 
Thies i@ thea @iumple truth in thia regard. But another fact cn the 
cther aide little known 46 that the Confeds were badly ahip, ed 

aheh the Lane wae captured by the mereat accident, the running of 
the boweprit of the gunboat between the apckes-of the wheel cf the 
Lane. Thie accident changed the whole face of the affsir, converte 
ing a rneh enterprise, justly followed by uefeat, into =o renowned 
viotcry. 

The officera of the Lane and of a battallion from Bedton sere 
deft at liberty cn the Telund, and the next day joined the Cconted- 
erates in doing honcr to their late comrades, to whom the chival- 
rous Magruder socorded a fitting funeral, in which the Masonic 
brethren of boti arwies joined in the prcooeselon and services for 
theaie deoeuaud brother Wainwright, and the ourlal service cr the 
Episcopal Churoh sau bald for thes: both tegether oy the fathar of 
Lieut. OGuwander Lea. 

This dnoident of tha cupture of Galveston fa thue oriotly 
neted, belng foresd cn the mind of the writer by the fact thit he 
had reaohed thiw point in hia narrative at the very hour, shen else 


teen yearé ugco, be wos angagod in the affalr. 
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From Galveston he hastened to San Antonic to report to Gen. 
Bee, snd wad ordered via Gollad, ahare he tial hott hha fowddy, to 
Brownaville, where a lively exchange of Cotton fer foreign supplies 
faa going on through Matamoros. Here it hapyenad to gome within 
hia power te save ©. J. Davis, a refugee from Texnu, than a Colonel 
in the Fedieral army, since Governcr of Tesau, froaw eharing the fate 
of hia asscolate, Montgomery, whe had been kidnapped vith him, and 
dout in the Chap, aral. 

From Brosnaville he saa crdered to maka iefarces at the an- 
trance Of Matagorda Bay; and had juat finished & acepact little 
fort near the light-houss, #har Gon. Bunks cuna slong umi tock it. 
He was than crdersd to Gongalea te eatablieh a cagazire of provi- 
wlong fortified against cavalry raiders; and there he remained until 
June 1865; wher, lacediately after cessation oF hestilities, he took 
his family to Galveston, to make 1t hia home, drawn thither by the 
grave of hia son, whe otill lies there 

"Tn sight of the gen, is sound of the wave.® 

He opaned & little Look-store, which was closed with loss, cwing 
to Getention of resittunces by interrupted maile; and in 1066 he wae 
wurveyor anl engineer of the City, a duty he performed «ith such 
2eal ua to bring cn @ subacute inflaaation of the brain, which un= 
fitted hia for mental labor for years; but in 1870, he opened a 
Land Offiow, and did euoh business until hie removal, in lov4, to 
Corsloana, where hia two sons were in trade, and shere he has since 
reaeided saith hia ferdly, engaged in fitting up » nes house ari gare 
den, resting his brain, and #crking sith hie hands, until he feels 
cempetent to do any ordinary amount Of wontal or physical daber; and, 
having been lately reaotored to Civil rights ty aot of Concrers, he 


now purposes, at threa socre and ten, to return to publie life, and 
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to resume hie place among wane 
Reepeatfully submitted to ths Historioal Bociety of Minnesota, 
in compliange with reitterated rejuests. 


A. WM. Leas. 
Corsicana, Tex, Jan¥Y. 234 1872. 
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